Ethnic Studies Program

ETHNIC STUDIES PROGRAM
Graduates entering the area of business, education, individual, family,
medical, and legal services must be prepared to work with an increasingly
diverse population in both urban and rural areas. Those in business and
industry sectors must be prepared for an increasingly diverse workforce
and customer base. Educators, while predominantly Caucasian,
are working in both private and public education classrooms with
increasingly larger minority student populations. Employment success
will be heightened through undergraduate experiences rich in knowledge
and skills related to ethnic uniqueness. Future career advancement will
be even more dependent upon those skills. The Ethnic Studies Program
was designed to work with students to establish a course of study for the
student to address these challenges.

Program Mission Statement
The Ethnic Studies Program is an interdisciplinary program committed to
promoting multicultural and ethnic knowledge, understanding, skills and
values to prepare students to function effectively in a culturally diverse
nation and world.

Program Goals
The primary goal of the Ethnic Studies Program is to provide a
curriculum that enhances student knowledge, skills and abilities in the
understanding and integration of knowledge related to various ethnic
groups within the United States society. Additional goals include the
enhancement of student skills in the areas of critical thinking, analysis
and problem solving techniques with an emphasis on ethnic and racial
concerns.

Program Objectives
• To engage students and faculty in educational activities that foster
awareness of and exposure to scholarly and popular literature on
the roles that ethnicity and race have played and continue to play in
shaping American society.
• To assist students to develop critical thinking skills related to ethnic
and racial concerns.
• To assist students to develop fundamental skills related to academic
research, effective writing, social, cultural, educational or business
program assessment related to ethnic studies.
• To promote cross-cultural understanding and efforts to strive for
social justice.
For more information contact:
Linda Van Ingen, Director
Ethnic Studies Program
University of Nebraska at Kearney
Kearney, NE 68849
The minor in Ethnic Studies (http://catalog.unk.edu/catalogarchive/2019-2020/undergraduate/departments-programs/ethnicstudies-program/ethnic-studies-minor) is available for students pursuing
majors in other disciplines.
Linda Van Ingen, Director
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Ethnic Studies (ETHS)
ETHS 101 – Introduction to Ethnic Studies 3 credit hours
This course focuses on the historical development, perspectives, and
cultural expressions of U.S. minority groups. Consideration will be given
to key concepts including race, ethnicity, nationality, class and power, and
the interactions among them.
ETHS 370 – Research in Ethnic Studies 3 credit hours
Under faculty guidance, students will conceive and carry out a semesterlong project of research or creative activity in Ethnic Studies. It may be
possible to cross-list this research course with compatible research/
independent study courses from other disciplines.
Prerequisite: ETHS 101
ETHS 450 – Senior Seminar in Comparative Ethnic Studies 3 credit
hours
A capstone coures for students minoring in Ethnic Studies. Utilizing
the projects developed by students in ETHS 370, this interdisciplinary
seminar will draw connections between prior Ethnic Studies courses
and student research while examinng contemporary theory, issues, and
events through lecture and seminar discussion.
Prerequisite: ETHS 101 and ETHS 370

